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FERGUS 
AT THE RACE
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Peter Townsend



Chug, chug, chug—what’s that sound?

	 It’s Fergus Ferry—not on his round!

It’s a special time, it’s our national day.

	 Time for the ferry race to get under way.



The ferries are decked out in green and red.

	 The helicopters are whirring overhead.

The ferries gather at the starting line.

	 The sun is shining and the weather is fine.



They rev up their engines, ready to go.

	 Who’ll be the winner? None of them know.

Boris says, ‘Fergus is so small

		  He doesn’t stand a chance at all.’

	 ‘I may be small,’ says Fergus, ‘that’s true.

		  But wait ‘til you see what I can do.’



Bang goes the gun—it’s the start of the race!

	 And off they go at a cracking pace.

Chug, chug, chug—what’s that sound?

	 It’s Fergus Ferry, and he’s losing ground!



Captain Joe shouts, ‘Hurry! We have to go fast.

	 If we don’t get a move on we’ll end up last!’

He throws the throttle to full steam ahead,

	 But Fergus chugs on at his own speed instead.

	 ‘Oh, no!’ says the captain, and stamps his feet,

		  ‘We’ve fallen behind—we’re last in the fleet.’



‘This is no good, hanging back at the tail!

		  You’re meant to be a ferry, not a snail!’

	 ‘It’s better,’ says Fergus ‘to stay in their wake.

		  “To go to the front would be a mistake.’



‘Maybe,’ they mutter, ‘it wasn’t so smart’

	 To charge off so quickly right at the start!’

The boats are going fast. They’ve reached Rose Bay,

	 But they start getting tired and losing way.



Chug, chug, chug—what’s that sound?

	 It’s Fergus Ferry, and he’s gaining ground!

Captain Joe looks up and can’t believe his eyes.

	 The gap is closing—what a surprise!

‘That’s the way!’ shouts Joe. ‘Keep up the speed!

	 Before you know it, we’ll be in the lead.’



They cross the harbour and the going gets tougher.

	 The waves are huge and the swell gets rougher!



The others are tired, they huff and they puff.

	 They’re feeling worn out and they’ve had enough.

Weary and exhausted, they’re feeling low.

	 Their engines shudder as they start to slow.

		  What’s that sound?  

				    Zoom, zoom, zoom!

			   It’s Fergus speeding up!  

				    Stand back, make room!



	 ‘That’s the way!’ cries the Captain. ‘Keep it up.

				    A little more speed 

					     and we’ll win the cup.’

				    They pass the Fort and the last bay.

			   Fergus takes the lead—hip, hip, hooray!

	 They’re close to the bridge, the end is in sight.

		  Captain Joe grips the wheel, 

			   his knuckles are white.



Fergus crosses the line, the first in the fleet.

	 He’s won from the back—what an amazing feat!



Fergus slows his engines and pulls up by the shore,

	 Where a crowd has gathered, a thousand or more.

The Mayor tells Joe, ‘You’ve won the crowd’s heart!

	 You’re not only brave, you’re also smart!’



The people cheer loudly  

	 and shout with glee.

Later Captain Joe stands  

	 alone at the Quay.

‘What a star you are, Fergus,’ he says ‘Well done.

	 If it wasn’t for you, we’d never have won.’

Then he takes off his hat and scratches his head,

		  Shrugs his shoulders …



					    … and goes home to bed.
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Sometimes it’s best not to follow the crowd.

For the crew at Sydney Ferries
                                                JWN

For Jesse and Jemma
                                  PT
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